The features (qualities) of good lab notebook – based on students’ lists surveyed during semesters in 2003 and 2005

1. label, date, name of experiment

2. purpose

3. title, statement, methods, materials safety listed

4. concepts

5. procedures, steps, in short phrases

6. data, description of actions and numbers

7. calculations, formula

8. charts, tables, graph with labels and units

9. hypothesis, questions

10. conclusions, expected and unexpected results, rough spots

11. include units

12. cross out mistakes rather than erasing them

13. neat, organized, clear, legible, concise

What’s not needed in our lab but will be perfect if you have one

1. full sentences in procedures

2. color codes

Conclusion: When ideas from students are combined, they know, collectively, what to write in their notebook.

