Physics in the Arts (Physics 109) Lab

Spring 2006-2007

For lab sections 307, 308, 314 and 315 only

TA: Yoshi(nao) Hirai
Email: yhirai@wisc.edu

Office: 5120 Chamberlin Hall (I rarely work in this office…)

Office hours: Tuesdays 10:30 am in 3124 Chamberlin Hall or by appointment

Lectures:

Meet in 2241 Chamberlin Hall on Tuesday s and Thursdays
Course Materials:

A textbook and a lab manual are available in the bookstore. Other materials are available in Physics 109 course reserves through your MyUW. ‘Library/Reserves Course Pages’ for Physics 109 (will) post course information including a course syllabus, homework sets, study guides, and some other useful links. It is your responsibility to check the contents. The link to the web page may already be present in your ‘Course Resources’ content. If not, manually get there from the ‘Academics’ tab in your MyUW or through ‘Course Reserves’ in the physics library home page. Here is how I would do — show a physics course list from the ‘Library/Reserves by Department’ content. Links to ‘Library/Reserves Course Pages’ show up after expanding ‘+109 Physics in the Arts’ course title. Ask me if you have trouble – we can go through this together in our lab.

Grades:


Three exams – 75%, Lab – 20%, Homework – 5%

Laboratory Sessions:
Meet in 3124 Chamberlin Hall every week including the exam weeks… Just come to the lab room directly on the day and time of your enrolled section.  “It is essential that you attend all the labs.  Attendance will be taken.”

Lab manual:

· Do you have Physics 109 lab notes, Spring 2006-2007 edition?

Lab notebook:
· The best you can get is “a bound quadrille (slim) notebook…” Bring your notebook to your first lab on the week of January 29.

· Must be kept in our lab all the time.

· Graded in 0-5 scale where 5 means exceptionally good. The scale does not correspond to the absolute lab grade. The average is typically around 3 but it heavily depends on the lab of the week; 4 is a very good score in any case.

Lab group:

· Members change each week. I usually pick members randomly before each lab.

· Of two students (or three, in some cases.)

Before coming to the lab:

· Reading the lab manual is essential because:

· The lab will be straightforward if you have a good idea about the quantities you are asked to measure.

· You will write with clarity if you are prepared. Lecture notes and the textbook give you ideas about phenomena you observe in the lab.

· You cannot do an experiment in your way if you don’t know what the point of the experiment is…

· But there is nothing to read for your first lab on the week of January 29

Before leaving the lab:

· Please restore the experimental setup to its original condition for the next section.

· Ask me to sign you out.

Make up labs:

· Be sure to tell me your absence and reason well in advance. Whenever possible, I will arrange the makeup time in the same week within my sections. In case of time conflict, I will ask other TAs — but don’t count on this route too much.

· In case of emergency, let me know at the earliest possible time.

· Make up lab in the following week is possible but not preferred; you will likely make up without a partner, and cannot expect much help – TAs will be busy helping the regular lab.

· “Photography and Musical Instruments Labs must be made up the same week.”
Homework:

Each homework set is graded.

· Number of problems in the set = the maximum score you can get. But percentage is used for all grading purposes.

· Try out the method of solving that is consistent with lecture or textbook. You will get a partial credit even if the answer turns out to be wrong. Just make sure to write down all of your work on the paper. It could be messy but I could see what you tried!

· Check marks indicate the correct solutions while underlines indicate the incorrect parts of the solution.

· You can always ask me how to solve the problem if you didn’t get it right in your homework.
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